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MODEL SAARINEN MIRRORING THE HISTORY OF FINLAND

This exhibit is a social philatelic study of one of
the most important-periods of the history of Finland.
The time span is chosen to coincide with the validity
of the model Saarinen issues, namely 1.10.1917 -
31.12.1930. The story is told using postal items with
model Saarinen stamps. However, the new FIP postal
history regulations allowing a modest use of non-
philatelic material are also utilized. The contents of the
exhibit is:

1. Difficult start 2-20
2. Young republic 21-32
3. Finland in the 1920's 33 - 52
4. Development of the mail system 53 - 64
5. The 1924 Postal Order 65 - 80

Finland gave the declaration of independence on
Dec 6, 1917. One of the preceding acts was the deci-
sion to issue new stamps designed by the famous ar-
chitect Eliel Saarinen, hence the name for the model.

The first year of independence was very dra-
matic. Finland fell into a Civil war which ended soon
but resulted to tens of thousands of prisoners, execu-
tions, famine and deseases. The young republic recov-
ered slowly. It had difficulties with its neighbors and

suffered from inflation leading among other things to
several raises of the postage rates. On the other hand
commerce, arts and science boomed.

The mail system took advantage of technical
development of the time. Finland also got its first own
Postal Order in 1924.

The material in the exhibit have been chosen to
represent a variety of different types of postal items,
postages, as well as markings. A good deal of the items
are rare or very rare. The frames of the most impor-
tant examples are thickened.

I have done research on this subject for about

two years and published so far the following articles:

- Name has also a meaning (in Finnish). SPL 87(2006)6, p. 14.

- Another way of making an exhibit, Saarinen model as an exam-
ple (in Finnish). Filatelisti 19(2007)9, p. 22-29.

- Temporary money order form of 1918 (in Finnish). Suomen
postimerkkilehti (SPL) 88(2007)5, p. 15-18.

- Air mail in Finland until 1939 (in Finnish). KESFILA 2008 ex-
hibition catalogue, Jyviskyla 28.-30.3.2008. p. 8-15.

Helsinki 26.3.2009
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Ari Muhonen, AIJP

Money order 2570 mk, Myllymiki 14.11.1917, arrival cancel on the reverse Ostola 15.11.1917. Postage from 26 to 100 mk 50
p, then every beginning 25 mk costs 25 p and from 26 to 100 mk costs 25 p, total postage 13 mk. Underpaid 1,75 mk.




1. Difficult start

After the Russo-Swedish war in 1808-09 Finland
became an autonomous Grand Duchy under the Rus-
sian rule. Among other things, Finland got its own
stamps already in 1856, one year before Russia itself.
However, the autonomy was reduced at the end of the
19t century. The Postal Manifesto given on June 12,
1890 ordered Finland to use kopek valued stamps.

The first revolution broke out in Russia in
March, 1917 due to the world war and bad domestic
situation. Czar Nicholas II gave out his throne and a
new government was formed. It annulled all the Russi-
fication acts and gave way to the Finnish parliament for

recollection. It started the work to regain the full
autonomy for Finland. This political activity ended up
to the declaration of independence on December 6,
1917.

The Finnish parliament named a new senate in
March, 1917. Already on one of its first meetings on
April 5, 1917 it named a committee to design new
penni valued stamps. The sketches of famous architect
Eliel Saarinen were chosen for the basis of the new is-
sues, hence the name for the model. The first stamp, 5
penni green, was issued on October 1, 1917.
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Postcard, Helsinki
2.10.1917, no arrival cancel.
Postage 15 p 4.10.1914 -
14.4.1918. The second day
usage of model Saarinen 5 p
issue.

Postcard, Helsinki 6.12.1917,
arrival cancel Pori 7.12.1917.
Postage 15 p 4.10.1914 -
14.4.1918.
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Civil war

The political situation on Finland became critical
right after the declaration of independence. A Civil war
broke out on January 28, 1918 and it divided the coun-
try and its people in two parties: the Whites and the
Reds. The latter ones captured the southern part of
Finland including all major cities. In a few weeks the
front wad formed roughly along the line Merikarvia -
Ikaalinen - Virrat - Ruovesi - Vilppula - Jamsa - Lust -
Mantyharju - Savitaipale - Vuoksenniska - Laatokka
(see the map below).

The post card below is addressed to Bruno
Heikel in Kankaanpai. He joined the White army dur-

ing the first days of the war at the age of 23. He was
ordered to the ski battalion of Kajaani under the com-
mandment of his own cousin Iivari Heikinheimo. After
the battalion had got three Swedish officers as com-
manders Bruno and livari became their interpreters.

Bruno fought in the battles of Ahlainen and
Lavia in Satakunta front. He was killed in action in
Suodenniemi on March 16, 1918. Therefore the card
never reached him and it was returned to Kiiminki.
This is indicated with the heavy blue crayon marking
"takasi Kiiminki" (back to Kiiminki).

Map of the front on March 15,
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Postcard, Kiiminki 12.3.1918, forwarded to Poomarkku 18.3.

, Lavia 19.3., and Himeenkyro 22.3., returned to Kiiminki. Post-

age 15 p 4.10.1914 - 14.4.1918. "Turun ja Satakunnan Suojeluskuntien Paallikké" (Chief of the Civil Guards of the Turku and

Satakunta area) stamp.
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New rates of the "Reds' from

The Red Post Office published in their Circular
No 6 (Feb 26, 1918) new postal rates which were effec-
tive on March 1, 1918. The new rates were comprehen-
sive the Circular being almost three pages long. The
most common rates were now 40 penni (instead of 30
p) for a letter and 25 penni (15 p) for a post card. One
of the reasons for the increase was the pay raise the
postmen got in February. The Reds thought that the
Post should be profitable.

I have concluded a research on the postal system

%

March 1st, 1918

of the Reds. It 1s based on about 1000 postal items
found in the National archive and about 600 items
owned by collectors. A vast majority (80%) of the
postal items are letters or postcards. The rarest items
found are printed matters, registered letters, and parcel
cards. Surprisingly enough, also a letter franked with a
single 40 penni lilac stamp is very rare, I have found
only three of them. Single stamp letters in general are
rare or very rare.

1) Money order 112 mk 95 p, Koria 17.3.1918, arrival cancel on the reverse Helsinki 18.3.1918. Postage up to 25 mk was 50

p and every

25 mk or part thereof 25 p, total 1 mk 50 p 1.3.1918 - early May, 1918.

2) Official letter COD 283 mk, Helsinki 16.3.1918, arrival cancel on the reverse Hogfors 17.3.1918. COD fee 3,25 mk
1.3.1918 - early May, 1918. The only known official letter COD from the "Red" side.




On the postal system of the Reds g

The bulk of the postal items (82%) is mail from, However, it should be remembered that many post
to, or between big cities (Helsinki, Viipuri, Turku, and  offices were closed during the war.
Tampere). Therefore mail between other post offices Some 20 rural mail carrier stamps (both numeral
can be considered uncommon. and line stamps) have been observed.

I have observed in my research cancels from 215
different post offices, that is 44% of the total of 494
post offices. New observations will surely be done.

.. | Postcard, rural mail stop cancel
- | Hilskanmiki and Kotivisto can-
cel 31.3.1918, no arrival cancel.
Postage 25 p 1.3.1918 - early
May 1918. Underpaid, therefore
boxed T-stamp. However, the
item fullfills the conditions for a
local printed matter and the rate
should have been 10 p! The
stamps worth 15 p match with
normal printed matter rate.

Letter - 15g, Nummela 13.3.1918, arrival cancel on the reverse Helsinki 14.3.1918. Postage 40p 1.3.1918
- early May 1918. Rural carrier stamp 1279 (route Nummela - Vuorela - Niemi). I have found 23 postal
items with rural carrier stamps in the archives and only 3 in private collections.




The Whites

When the war broke out half of the Senate could
not escape Helsinki. The other half formed temporary
Senate to Vaasa on January 31, 1918. The temporary
Post Office started its work a few days later. Its main
duty was to re-organize the mail connections. Especially
the loss of the southern part of the railroad caused
problems. The temporary Post Office also compelled to

have new stamps printed because the main stock was
left in Helsinki.

Unlike the Reds the White Guards had a field post
system. It delivered letters and parcels up to 1 kg to the
front and back home without postage. A normal rate
had to be paid for parcels weighing more than 1 kg.

il

Postcard, Mikkeli
17.4.1918, arrival cancel
Savonlinna ?7.4.1918. De-
livered by field post, sta-
tionery postage was unnec-
essary. Lilac Kent-

tiposti" (Field post) stamp,
type I according to Aho-
nius classification.
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Parcel 1,5 kg, Oulu 26.2.1918, no arrival cancel. Postage for a parcel weighing 1 - 1,5 kg was 1,40 mk 1.10.1917 - 14.4.1918.
"Turun ja Satakunnan Piirin Suojeluskuntien [Rah]astonhoitaja" stamp. Field post sytsem delivered parcels up to 1 kg free of

charge. Heavier parcels had to be paid for using normal postage




Censorship on the White side

The White Guards were aware of the importance mail was censored in Tornio. Domestic mail was cen-
of censoring measures right from the beginning of the sored in Mikkeli, Tampere (about May 3« to 13%) and
war. Several preliminary orders were given, but no offi- Loviisa (about May 3 to 10h).
cial guidelines have been found. It is known that foreign

Letter - 15 g,
Ikaalinen 3.5.1918,
arrival cancel on the
reverse Tampere
5.5.1918. Postage 40 p
15.4.1918 -
19.10.1919. Tampere
censoring slip.

Letter -15 g, Loviisa
3.5.1918, arrival can-
cel on the reverse
Helsinki 6.5.1918.
Postage 40 p
15.4.1918 -
19.10.1919. Under-
paid 5 p. Loviisa
censoring stamp.
Earliest recorded
usage of this cen-
soring stamp
(Ahonius p. 51-52).




Swedish volunteers

Even though the official Sweden was tightly neu-
tral, many Swedish soldiers wanted to fight in the White
Guards. A special organization called "Friends of
Finland" was formed and it helped several hundred men
to an adventure of their life. The first officers arrived to
the headquarters of the Whites at Seindjoki already on
February 10.

The volunteers served in a unit of their own . It
was called "The Swedish Brigade" even though it con-
sisted only of about 500 men, half of a battalion. The

W

unit is remembered best from the battle of Tampere,
where it fought courageously in an open field against
machine guns and suffered heavy losses.

The letter below is from a young man writing to
his mother. He writes: " "Vi hava nu ater betritt
Finlands jord. ... Resan var ritt besvirlig savil pa sven-
ska som finska sidan, men man fir lov att 6vervinna alla
svarigheter...". He continues that his group is in the
headquatters and is waiting for new instructions. The
story doesn't tell whether he survived the war.

Swedish letter card sent from Finland to Sweden, Seinijoki 2.4.1918, no arrival cancel. Postage 20 p 12.3.1918 - 31.1.1921.
Underpaid by 10 p, however no postage due markings. Examined in Tornio, re-sealed with three slips.




German troops in Finland

About one division of German troops com-
manded by General von der Golz landed to Hanko on
April 3, 1918. Already eleven days later they captured
Helsinki. Another smaller unit landed to Loviisa and
fought their way from there to Lahti where they and
ﬂueWhmedsmonndedaboutwOOO Reds. Af-

he surrender of Helsinki on April 13, the troops
ntrated on seizing Viipuri. It was conquered on

_ m.'m last ]led Eoops surrendered at Pyhtid

near the town of Kotka on May 5, 1918. The Civil war
was over. German troops stayed in Finland and helped
training the newly formed Finnish army. The last Ger-
man units left on December 16, 1918.

German troops had its own field post which took
care of the postal connections to Germany. Its field
post number was 957. For domestic mail in Finland the
Germans had to pay for the postage normally.

Posta! stationery, Kyl:ks]att 8 8 1918, a.l:uval t:.mcd Hclamkl 8.8. ‘1918 Postage 20 p 15.4.1918 -

11.4.1920. German censoring stamp.




Foreign connections and censorship

During the Civil war the foreign connections on
both sides were very limited. The Whites were able to
send mail to Sweden and onwards from thereon, the
Reds delivered mail only to Russia. However, single
items are known to have gone to France, China and
even to the USA. The routes opened up quickly after
the Civil war. The postal connections to the Soviet Un-
ion were not established until August, 1922 after sign-
ing the Tartu peace treaty.

During the ‘Civil war one temporary mail route

went from just liberated South-Eastern part of Finland
to the White area through Sweden. This was needed for
only two to three weeks in April, 1918.

The Post Office of Finland ordered the foreign
mail to be censored in May, 1918. The mail was first
stamped using three language cancelers. German was
removed in June and July, 1918. New cancelers were
taken in use in January, 1919. The censoring was ceded
in October, 1919.

L | Letter - 20 g, Turku
20.4.1918, no arrival
cancel. Postage 50 p
- |12.3.1918 -

= 131.1.1921. "Via
Stockholm" mark-
ing.

————

Registered letter to Sweden, Oulu 26.3.1918, arrival cancel on the reverse Stockholm Ank. A 29.3.118. Postage for the letter
50 p and registering fee 50 p, total 1 mk 12.3.1918 - 31.1.1921. Tornio censoring re-sealing tape.
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2. Young republic
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Postcard, [dated on the reverse Helsinki 6.3.1918], no cancels. Postage 25 p 1.3.1918 - early May 1918 (the red zone). "P.K.
Sotavankien Komissaari, Helsinki" censoring stamp. Only two items known.

POSTKORT. “ POSTIK
Finland. Suom
CARTE POSTALE.

FINLANDE.

Postcard, rural mail stop cancel Bobick, Postilj.v. H-K (Hanko - Karjaa) 16.3.1918, no arrival cancel. Postage 25 p 1.3.1918 -
early May 1918 (the red zone). Overpaid by 15 p. Mail to white prisoner in Liisankatu prison.




Prison camps

The Reds took close to 500 White ptisoners dur-
ing the cleaning operations in Kirkkonummi at the end
of February, 1918. They were brought to Helsinki and
imprisoned in the school building at Liisankatu in the
center of Helsinki. The previous page shows postcards
from and to Liisankatu. The latter one has a very rare
censoring stamp "S.P.K. Sotavankien Komissaari Hel-
sinki" (The Red Guards commissioner of the POWs
Helsinki).

Not many people know that the school in Liisan-
katu was used as a prison also by the White guards. Af-
ter the liberation of Helsinki on April 13, 1918, they
kept there mainly female prisoners for a few weeks.

The postcard below was sent from there. A girl named
Laina writes to her sister complaining her misery and
asking for food. However, a guard or censor has writ-
ten on the card a clear order that food cannot be
brought to the prisoners. This order was given in Hel-
sinki already on April 16, 1918.

The censoring stamp has the text "Viapori
Vankileiri Postijaosto" (Postal section of Viapori prison
camp). Bogdanow writes that the stamp was taken in
use in August, 1918. Here it has been used about four
months earlier. Paavolainen explains the usage of the
stamp on the mail of Liisankatu prisoners: the mail of
all prisons was censored in one office only.
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Gatd reservé & I'adresse.

Postcard, [dated on the reverse Helsinki 20.4.1918], no cancels. Unpaid, but no postage due markings. "[Viapori]n vankileiri
Postijaosto" censoring stamp. The only known postal item sent by a red prisoner from Liisankatu prison.




Goods

Finland had to ration goods starting from June 2,
1917. According to the law all wheat, batley and rye
was confiscated by the government. People were given
rationing cards except for those farmers who were con-
sidered self sufficient. County rationing boards were
formed as well as central state organizations.

On August 13, 1918 the Senate decided that any-

one sending food or goods through mail needed a per-
mission from the local rationing board. This order was
used also for parcels sent to soldiers and prisoners. The
sender had to write on the parcel card "Lupakirja
esitetty” (permission showed) and the clerk at the post
office had to confirm this with his/her initials as well as
a cancel.

Vientilupatodistus.

T
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Parcel 3 kg, Oulu As. 22.1.1919, arrival cancel on the reverse Viipuri 24.1.1919. Postage for a parcel up to 1,5 kg was 2 mk 20
p and for every 0,5 kg and part thereof 60 p, total 4,00 mk 15.4.1918-19.10.1919. Hand made marking "Lupatodistus".
The certificate is attached on the reverse side of the card. The card is of the old fashioned 1881 model.




3. Finland in the 1920's g Emigrants

Attorney Robert Schichmann worked in Helsinki  rule. Therefore Schichmann had connections to all over
after the Civil war. He was specialized on helping emi-  Europe.
grants who fleed from Russia escaping the communist

Registered letter to
the Soviet Union -
20 . Helsinki
19.11.1923, arrival
cancel on the re-
verse 23.11.1923.
Recipient un-
known, therefore a
sip  and  several
cancels on the re-
verse. Returned,
arrival cancel Hel-
sinki  7.12.1923.
Postage for the
letter 2 mk and
registration fee 2
mk 1.1.1922 -
30.11.1931, total 4
mk.

Tnsured letter (500 gold francs) to Germany - 20 g, Helsinki 22.11.1924, arrival cancel on the reverse Exlingen
26.11.1924. Postage for the letter 2 mk (1.1.1922 - 30.11.1931), insurance fee for every 300 gold francs 2 mk
(1.1.1922 - 30.6.1945), subtotal 4 mk, total 6 mk.




Parcels

Finland started to organize its own foreign mail
connections right after the declaraton of independ-
ence. First it applied for membership of the UPU and
already on February 12, 1918 the government of Swit-
zerland informed that the application had been ac-
cepted. However, the ongoing Civil war postponed the
Finnish actions until March, 1918. Later on Finland
made separate agreements with some individual coun-
tries who didn't belong to the UPU.

The Circular No XIII/1918 of the Post Office

H

(dated July 5, 1918) informs that parcels can be sent to
Sweden and Germany. Further on Circular No
I1I/1919 (January 18, 1919) declares that parcels can be
exchanged with "all countries where Sweden has con-
nections to in the present circumstances".

Finland joined the international parcel exchange
agreement right after the world meeting of the UPU
held in Madrid 1920. The agreement came into force in
the beginning of 1922.

Parcel to Sweden 4,7 kg, Helsinki 20.11.1923, arrival cancel on the reverse Stockholm pak.ank.utr. 22.11.1923. Postage for a
parcel weighing 1 - 5 kg 18,25 mk, sea transport fee 1,75 mk, total 20 mk 27.12.1921 - 16.11.1925 (source: Mattila E., SPL

1991 no 4, s. 15).




The Nordic countries

Sweden, Norway and Denmark formed the Not- The letter rate to the Nordic countries was first
dic Postal Union already in 1869. Finland had wanted 1,50 mk being in between the domestic (1 mk) and for-
to join the Union for decades, but it did not get its eign (2 mk) rates. When the domestic rate was in-
chance until the beginning of the 1920's. It signed sepa-  creased on January 15, 1926, it coincided with the Not-
rate agreements with the countries in May, 1922 and  dic rate. This correspondence was held for the rest of
they came into force on June 1, 1922. The agreements  the period of the Nordic Postal Union.
were published in the Circular No 17/1922 (30.5.1922).

Third-rate letter to
Sweden, Lappeen-
ranta 22.7.1926, no
arrival cancel. Post-
age 4,50 mk 1.6.
1922 - 31.1.1931.

Express air mail to
Denmark, Helsinki
27.7.1928, arrival
cancel on the reverse
Koébenhavn  28.7.
1928, Postage for the
letter 1,50 mk 1.6.
1922 - 30.11.1931,
air mail fee 1 mk
1.4.1928 - 30.9.1942
and express mail fee
4 mk 15.1.1926 -
31.12.1934, total
6,50 mk.




Soviet Union g

Unpaid letter from the Soviet Union, Leningrad 31.10.1927, on the reverse Leningrad 1.11.1927 as well as the arrival cancel
Malmi 2.11.1927. Russian postage due stamp "T" and hand made marking "70 ¢". Postage due amount has erroneously been
charged as double deficiency of the Finnish postage for foreign mail, namely 4 mk.

Unpaid letter from the Soviet Union, Leningrad 19.6.1928, arrival cancel on the reverse Malmi 23.6.1928. Russian postage
due stamp "T" and hand made marking "70 ¢". The postage due amount has been calculated as instructed on the Circular

8*70 ¢ = 5,60 mk. This amount is marked on the cover.




Ethnic wars

Letter - 15 g, Suomussalmi 18.6.1918, no arrival cancel. Postage 40 p 15.4.1918 - 19.10.1919. "Karjalan retkikunnan" (Karelia
expedition) stamp. Originally 3rd Company of the expedition A had its own two-line stamp "Karjalan retkikunnan / III
Komppania". The lower line was removed after the Companies were merged. (Ref: Kalliala, PhF 1988 no 10, s. 728).

Postcard to Estonia, Tampere 5.3.1919 and Helsinki 5.3.1919, no arrival cancel. Postage 20 p
12.3.1918 - 31.1.1921. Overpaid by 10 p. Finnish two language censoring stamp.




The Aland islands question

Activists in the Aland Islands collected a petition
of about 7 000 names during the winter of 1917-18
where Sweden was asked to take the islands over. In
February, 1918 Sweden did send troops there "to safe-
guard the people". The civil war had brought already in
Russian troops, the Red Guard forces as well as some
units of the White Guards. When the Germans landed
to the islands in the beginning of March, the Swedes
withdrew, Russians were interned to Latvia and the
Finnish troops fled to the mainland.

The separatist movement came into live again in
the Fall of 1918. Sweden supported it strongly and de-
manded a referendum for the position of the islands.
Finland opposed, of course, because the result was self

H

evident. Sweden took the question to the peace treaty
conference in Paris in Apnl, 1919. However, Finland
was able to show that Aland Islands was its territory
according the the peace treaty done in Hamina in 1809.
Thus Sweden and the activists failed.

The Finnish parliament passed a law giving the
Aland Islands autonomy on May 6, 1920. In spite of
this the international negotiations were continued in
the newly formed League of Nations. It formed a com-
mittee which concluded in May, 1921 that Finland had
sovereignty over Aland islands with no doubt. The
struggle was finally over, but Finland had to give spe-
cial rights to the Swedish speaking citizens as well as to
neutralize the Aland Islands.

Letter -15 g, Nafsby 6.5.1918, no arrival cancel. Postage 50 p 12.3.1918 - 31.1.1921. Examined on the Aland islands, re-

sealing slip. Less than 10 items known.




Domestic letter rates 1918 - 1921

Finland suffered from heavy inflation during the
first years of its independence. The First World War
had caused shortage of many goods. This raised price
levels which again led to pay raises. Russia paid its large
import from Finland with rubles with a forced low rate.
When the value of ruble collapsed the Bank of Finland
made great losses.

The government faced soon a situation where it
had to lend money from the Bank of Finland which
then tenfolded the issuing of bank notes compared to

the level of 1914. Finland was on the slippery slope of
inflation; there was a lot of money but very little goods
to buy. There was little chance to get credit from the
foreign countries. The value of markka dropped to less
than half just in a few months from February to Sep-
tember, 1921.

The inflation meant that the postage rates had to
be raised frequently. Between the springs of 1918 to
1921 the letter rate was increased four times from 30
penni to 1 markka.

Letter - 15 g, Tampere 14.4.
1918, arrival cancel Oulu 16.4. e
1918. Postage 30 p 1.10.1917 -
14.41918. The only re-
corded letter in my research
with the Whites' rate used in
Tampere after the siege. Last
day usage of the rate.

’«f:n* i

Letter - 15 g, Riak-
kyla 15.4.1918, no
arrival cancel. Post-
age 40 p 15.4.1918
- 11.10.1919. First
day usage of this
rate.

Letter -20 g, Hel-
] sinki 4.8.1924, arri-
~ |val cancel on the re-
verse Alberga
5.8.1924. Postage 1 mk
1.2.1921 - 14.1.1926.
Sent to the daughter of
famous painter Akseli
- | Gallen-Kallela.




Income for the country

Finland was recovering from war and was pov-
erty-struck. All possibilities for income were utilized.
Among other things the parliament passed a law for a
stamp duty on June 21, 1918. It stated that a special tax
had to be paid for a customs office bills the amount
being 50 p for sums up to 10 mk, 2 mk for bills more
than 10 mk up to 100 mk and so on. The law was re-
newed several times and it was not got rid of until the
end of 1921.

A special tax had to be paid for amusements dur-
ing the years of 1915 - 1920. It was collected with
stamps because there were no suitable revenue stamps.
There are two very good articles about this written by
Bjorn-Eric Saarinen (Abophil 1998, no 2, p. 18-20) and
Kari Lehtonen (Filatelisti 2007, no 6, p. 21-23).

smak su-kassakirjnssa.
bet iny-&mghakeu
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= erkityn miliein olon swanut ja kuitean,
telapp appboret och & hiirmed,

Customs money order 12 mk 62 p, Kajaani 11.10. 1918 arrival cancel on the reverse Helsinki 13.10.1918. Postage up to 100
mk was 50 p 15.4.1918 - 11.4.1920. 2 mk revenue stamp on the reverse, hand made cancel 26.11. Only three items known.




Society

Finnish society was unstable in
many ways after the Civil war. Politics
was very short-spanned, Finland had 14
governments during the 1920's.

The Civil Guards attracted many
right wing activist soldiers after the war.
The leftists feared this. They thought
that the guards could be used politically
or even for a coup-d'etat. The fears were
not without basis. The government col-
lided with the guards in the summer of
1921. The conflict was settled, a new

L

Y huuls ,,33

commander named and the guards were
given an independent role beside the

regular army.

The Academic Karelian Society
was another typical movement in the
1920's. First it helped the karelians who .
fled to Finland after the Ethnic wars.| :
Later on it broadened its scope to de-
fending Finnish language and culture
against Russians and over-dominance of
the country's Swedish cultural inheri-
tance.

Bill from the Civil
Guards of Varkaus
to O. Karvonen for
a subscription of
S.K. magazine. The
amount is 40 mark-
ka. "Varkauden suo-
jeluskunta" (Civil
Guards of Varkaus)

stamp.

Local printed matter, Helsinki 2.12.1925, no arrival cancel. Postage 20 p 1.2.1921 - 14.1.1926. Sender's
stamp "Akateeminen Karjala-Seura" (Academic Karelia Society).

1



Commerce

After the inflation period commerce in Finland When the international recession arrived to
boomed in 1922 - 1928. The gross national product in- Finland in the fall of 1929 the country had already suf-
creased on average 6 percent annually. This was more fered from domestic problems for about a year. The
than anywhere else in Europe. NPI sunk 22 percent during 1929 - 1932. The economic

roller-coaster went up and down on a fast pace.

Business documents |
("Asiakirjoja") - 200 g,
Rantsila  19.1.1921,
arrival cancel on the
reverse Qulu
21.1.1918. Postage 80
p 1241920 - 31.1.
1921.

Sample - 100 g,
Vaasa 23.12.1927,
no arrival cancel.
Postage 80 p 15.1.
1926 - 30.11.1931.
Sent locally
("Taalla").




Agriculture and rural areas g

Agriculture developed quickly in Finland after the The farmers were keen on adopting new tech-
Civil war. Land reform law, one reason for the war, had niques in agriculture. Better plants and fertilizers as well
been passed in the parliament already in January, 1918, as mechanical tools led to better crops. The farmers also
but was put into action in 1919 - 1920. The law allowed got quickly used to the market economy thus getting
crofters to buy the land they had been renting from the better income.
land owners. Another law allowed landless rural people Life in rural areas was simple. One of the big
to buy 20 hectars of land from the government. With changes there was the radio. However, a special permit
these acts about 100 000 new farms were formed in two was needed for that, see below.
years.

Registered  second-
rate printed matter
(51 - 100 g), Somero
10.11.1920, no arrival
cancel. Postage 40 p
20.10.1919 - 31.1.
1921 and registering
fee 80 p 12.4.1920 -
31.1.1921, total 1,20
mk. Logo "Someron
maanviljelijdin
|kauppa-osake-
(Farmers of
Company

Permission for listen-| -
ing to the radio, can-
celled at Peipohja
1.10.1929. Fee 100 mk.




Cultural life

The struggle for indepencency did naturally affect
the cultural life of Finland. Many of the artists adhered
to the Runebergian ideal of values and unity of the na-
tion. Not even the leftist or right wing radical move-
ments made the cultural elite open its eyes.

The post civil war period changed the attitudes.
Art nouveau and other new trends came to Finland.
Especially literature boomed along with the younf new

Letter - 20 g, P.vaunu
H-T 124.1919, arri-
val cancel on the re-
verse Tampere
13.4.1919. Postage 40
p 154.1918 - 19.10.
1919. Advertisement
cover for "Tuulispaa"
comic magazine.

generation of writers. Comic magazine Tuulispai was
very popular at that time.

Composer Jean Sibelius was the corner stone of
Finnish musical life. He wrote some of his masterpieces
in the 1920's. However, he lost his creativity at the end
of the decade and stopped composing. However, he
was still famous conductor and he took part in many
musical festivities.

Parcel to com-
poser Jean Si-
belius, Helsinki
8.11.1929, arri-
val cancel on
the reverse
Jirvenpii
8.11.1929. Post-
age for a parcel
of 1-3kgwas 7
mk 1.21921 -
31.8.1942. Con-
tents was cigars,
Sibelius was a
keen smoker.




Science

The scientific community suffered from reces-
sion as the society in general after the Civil war. Salaries
of the professors were cut by inflation and their well-
being lowered. Many of them made another career in
politics, fully 10 of the 22 prime ministers during the
period of 1918 - 1944 were professors.

Higher education boomed during the first two
decades of the 20th century. Helsinki university got
company, when another five universities were estab-

Registered free mail
privilege letter,
Turku 16.1.1930,
arrival cancel on the
reverse 16.1.1930.
Registration fee 1,50
mk 15.1.1926 -
30.11.1931. Logo
"Turun suomalaisen
yliopiston kir-
jasto" (Library of
Turku Finnish Uni-
versity).

-

lished in about 15 years. One of them was Turku Uni-
versity which was established in 1921.

Language struggle went on in Finnish science for
decades. This led to many duplicate organizations,
separate institutions for Finnish and Swedish speaking
scientists. One example of this is the Svenska Tekniska
Vetenskapsakademien (Academy of Technology for
Swedish speaking scientists). It is one of the oldest
academies of technology in the world.

Local letter - 20g,
Helsinki 12.1.1928,
no arrival cancel.
Postage 1 mk
15.1.1926 -
30.11.1931. Logo
"Svenska tekniska
vetenskapsa-
kademien i
Finland" (Swedish
academy of tech-
nology in
Finland").




The prohibition law

The prohibition law was first accepted in the par-
liament in 1907. The Czar, however, did not accept it
and therefore the law came into force on June 1, 1919
in the independent Finland. This was soon found to be
a big mistake. By that time most of the people were
against it and smuggling from Estonia and Germany
was a rule. It was easy to order "heavy tea" in cafés.

Printed matter, Hel-
sinki 1.9.1928, arriva
cancel on the reverse
Eura 3.9.1928, Post-
age 40p 15.1.1926 -
30.11.1931. Logo
"Raittiuden

ystavit" (Friends of
prohibition) and
"Raittiuslautakunnan
puheenjohtaja”
stamp (Chair of the
prohibition ...)

The prohibition law was first supported by all
political parties except for the Swedish People's Party.
The most faithful parties were Social democrats and
Agrarians. In late 1920's it became a burden for them
and a referendum was organized in December, 1931.
71% of the votes were against the law and thus spirits
came back into shops and restaurants on April 1, 1932.

Printed matter,
Lahti 2.2.1927, no
arrival cancel. Logo
"Kieltolakiliiton
Lahden seudun al-
uejarjesto”.




4. Development of the mail system g Many issues of model Saarinen

— The frequent price increases caused headache to the
Post Office because the UPU had ordered special colors
to be used on certain types of stamps: blue for letters, red
for postcards and green for printed matters. When the
Finnish government decided on the usage of model
Saaninen stamps for foreign mail there were no suitably
colored stamps available. Instead, 50 penni brown, 20 p
yellow and 10 p red stamps were used for letters, post-
cards and printed matters respectively.

The Circular No 37/1919 (dated November 14,
1919) informs that new stamps will be issued to meet the
international regulations. Because the Post Office already
2 had a good stock of stamps, they were first used to pro-
duce overprinted stamps. This was done to save money.
Corresponding new stamps with the right colors were is-
sued somewhat later. The 5 penni green supplement
stamp was replaced with 5 penni grey. Yellow 75 penni
stamp was needed for parcel rates. This was first issued as
an overprint, the proper stamp was not printed until 1924.

Wrapper to Italy, Porvoo 19.1.1920, no arrival cancel. Postage
10 p 123.1918 - 31.1.1921. Wrapper contains the first issue of
Suomen postimerkkilehti, the first ever philatelic magazine pub-
Bshed in Finnish.

Second-rate letter 15 - 30 g, Helsinki 3.11.1923, arrival cancel
on the reverse Kuusankoski 3.11.1923. Postage 1,75 mk
21921 - 14.1.1926.




Demonetizing the issues %

The same Circular No 37/1919 also informed stead, a zero preceding with an equal sign ("=0") has to
that the 50 penni brown, 25 p blue, 20 p yellow, and 10  be marked beside the stamp". The upper postcard is an
p red stamps (including stationaries) which have not example of this with the addition that the demonetized
been overprinted can be used until June 1, 1920. stamp has been nulled manually. It was also common

Handling of postal items franked with demone- that the demonetized stamp(s) were "separated” with a
tized stamps had its own regulation (Aleksejeff, Chap-  blue crayon line as shown on the postcard at the bot-
ter I § 38): "... the stamp must not be cancelled. In- tom. «

Postcard, Loimaa 14.9.1920,
arrival cancel Kausala
15.9.1920. Postage 40 p 12.4.
1920 - 31.1.1921. 20 p stam
has been nulled, a boxed "T"
postage due stamp.

Postal stationery, Mahlu 30.9.1920, arrival cancel Helsinki 2.10.1920. Postage 40 p 12.4. 1920 - 31.1.1921. The stationery has
been nulled, a boxed "T" postage due stamp and hand written "40 p".




Air mail

It did not take many years after the first flight by
the Wright brothers (1903) when aeroplanes were first
used for carrying mail. However, the pace in Finland
was much slower. There were no aeroplanes and the
international routes did not reach to this far end of
Europe. The Post Office itself was not interested in the
new means of transportation, they thought that the
technology was too primitive for their use. The flights
depended too much on weather conditions. Heavy
wind or bad weather made flying impossible. In addi-
tion, the first planes used in Finland were seaplanes
which used water or ice for take off and landing. Thin
ice cover was not suitable for them and flights had to

be halted for a period during the spring and fall. Thus
regular transportation was not possible even though
that was what the Post Office needed.

The Post Office got finally interested when the
first Finnish airline company, Aero Oy, started its first
routes to Tallinn and Stockholm. The company was
founded in 1923 and the flights were started in the
spring of 1924. The first airmail regulations were issued
on May 30, 1924, just in time for the first flying season.
These introduced special cancels, slips and other mark-
ings which were to be used for airmail. The rules also
set a standard for the flight schedule. Mail transporta-
tion was faster than ever.

Air mail letter to Germany to consul von Frenckell - 20 g, Helsinki 7.7.1924, no arrival cancel. Postage for the letter 2 mk
1.1.1922 - 30.11.1931, air mail fee 2 mk 20.5.1924 - 31.5.1926, total 4 mk. "Poste aérienne" stamp.




Post bus traffic

The Post Office started to use cars for transpor-
tation in Helsinki in 1911 and Turku in 1920. In the
spring of 1921 it suggested to the government of
Finland that "an automobile transportation should be
arranged between Rovaniemi and Sodankyld" (in Lap-
pland). The noble idea was "give satisfaction to the citi-
zens of that Northern area". In practice it also meant
savings because the salary of the postmen in those ar-
eas had gone up remarkably because of lack of compe-
tinon.

The traffic to Sodankyld was started with a spe-

cially equipped truck on May 20, 1921. The route was
extended to Ivalo already in July when another truck
was available for use. The Postitorvi journal reported:
"Specially equipped trucks were used to transport mail
on a trial route between Rovaniemi and Sodankyla. The
trucks traveled the journey three times a week and to
Ivalo twice a week. ... The road crosses the Maaselki
ridge and it offers a traveler interesting views. Many a
postman has already hurried to test the new means of
transportation which has to be kept to be very impor-
tant to the habitants of this distant area".

Registered parcel 0,5 kg, Ivalo 15.5.1925, arrival cancel on the reverse Rovaniemi 20.5.1925. Postage up tol kg was 5 mk
1.1.1922 - 31.8.1942 and registration fee 1 mk 1.2.1921 - 14.1.1926, total 6 mk.




Railway and ship mail

"Without doubt the railroad post routes are the
arteties of mail transportation. They connect even the
most distant areas of our country together" (Annual
report of the Post Office, 1918). This was the case for a
long time. However, the importance of railroad trans-
portation diminished in the 1920's. Roads were con-
structed and they allowed cars to replace trains in many
places.

The importance of ship routes did not diminish

o

in the 1920's, just the opposite. After the civil war the
steam ships were soon used as much as before the war.
However, bells started to ring also to the ships, they
were slower than cars and thus they were doomed to
loose the competition.

The ratio of different means of mail transporta-
tion in 1930 was as follows: car transportation 24%,
rural mail carriers 32%, railroad 32%, ships 11%, and
airmail 1%.

Letter - 20 g, Stettin 4.6.1923, arrival cancel on the reverse Turku 9.6.1923. Postage 1 mk 1.2.1921 - 14.1.1926. "Aus

Dampfschiff" stamp. Mailed on a ship.




5. The 1924 Postal Order

Return part of a double
postcatd from Soviet Un-
ion, Petrograd 19.9.1923 (3
cancels) and 20.9.1923, on
the reverse Petrograd 21.8.
1923 (should be 21.9.), no
arrival cancel. Postage 1,20
mk 1.1.1922 - 30.11.1931.
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“Third rate (41 - 60 g) regis-]

tered letter to USA, Koski
As. 13.5.1924, arrival can-
cel on the reverse New
York 28.5.1924 and 29.5.

1924. Postage for the letter |

4 mk 1.1.1922 - 30.9.1925

and registration fee 2 mk f

1.1.1922 - 30.11.1931, total
6 mk. Stamp "??alled after

delivery - Not in Regis- i

tered mail" and on the re-
verse "Received in bad

condition - N.Y.P.O. -|

(Hud.term.sta.). Opened in |+

USA and closed with a re- _

sealing tape.

‘fa'"
s{;\

)

eirr? gssel )

Printed matter to Czecho-
slovakia - 50 g, Helsinki
19.3.1925, arrival cancel on
the reverse Bensen 23.3.
1925. Returned ( = Zpet),
arrival cancel on the re-
verse Helsinki 28.3.1925.
Postage 40 p 1.1.1922 -
30.11.1931.

J1




Unfranked postal items g

"A letter or a postcard that has been found from a mailbox
or a loose bag and taken to a post office fully or partly unfranked
has to be carried to its destination to be offered as a postage due
item. ... The receiver has to pay the prescribed overdue fee in
order to get the item" (Postal Order, Chapter VIII, § 59 and 60).

" The prescribed fee for a fully or partly unfranked letter
or postcard or other type of partly unfranked item is double the
deficiency" (Circular No 43/1925).

Telegram, received at Perkjirvi on
a special form, forwarded un-
franked as a letter. Arrival cancel
Kaukjirvi 31.5.1926. Postage for a
letter 1,50 mk 15.1.1926 -
30.4.1931. Postage due, double
deficiency paid with a single 3 mk
stamp.

!
Unfranked postcard, Viipuri 2
22.1.1926, arrival cancel Voikoski
(date unclear). Postage 1 mk
15.1.1926 - 30.11.1931. Postage due
stamp a boxed "T", double defi-
ciency paid with a single 2 mk
stamp.




-

Money order

"Money order is a means to send money to an-
other location using post. ... The sender must write the
amount using ink or typewriter following the orders
printed on the card. The markka and penni values of
the sum have also to be written in words" (Postal Or-
der, Chapter II, § 23).

"

I'he money orders left in a post office have to
be stamped with a special control canceler. This stamp
is not allowed to be wused on canceling
stamps" (Application directive, Chapter IV, § 53).

Postwso us
mmuottohdhu%ean

| Postanwsmng
y mamotfmh Shevix. .

* | Money order 150 mk, Helsinki 23.4.1927,
~ |arrival cancel on the reverse Helsinki
- [23.4.1927. Postage for a 101 - 500 mk
money order 2,50 mk , return receipt fee
when paid beforehand 1,50 mk 15.1.1926
1 1-30.11.1931.

Money order 1330 mk, Viipuri 2.7.1928
and a temporary control cancel, arrival
cancel on the reverse Tampere 3.7.1928.
Postage up to 1000 mk is 3,50 mk and
every 1000 mk from thereof is 1 mk, total
4,50 mk. Underpaid and therefore an af-
ter taxation slip of 50 p has been sent
("Jalkitak lih 2}-1! 50 p")




Telegraphic money order

"Money orders can also be sent via telegraph. ...  graphic money order as an express item. ... The sending
The sender of a telegraphic money order has, in addi-  post office has to confirm the telegraphic money order
tion to the ordinary content, the right to add a personal by immediately sending the money order signed by the
message to the telegram. A normal payment is taken of ~sender to the receiving post office" (Postal Order,
this message. Chapter II, § 24).
The receiving post office has to handle the tele-

'7'- g -

postiosotus Suomessa
ampostanvisning inom Finland

Kirjaimilla: — Med bokstiiiver:

—

Osotuksen miliiv : ' = : % -

Anvisningens helopp: P iatepiiiin | ) /éé W
= v B || Ao

Mk =& pii.

~ Asunto: katn ja N:o |

| Bostaid: gata och Nir f

Lithetthjiin nimi jn thydellinen osota: . : 5 AR : A
Afsiludarens namn och fullstiindign adress: il - Sisiliinjiittbpostitoimiston leimn ja kassakirjinn numero.
F ot . Inlemningspostanstaltens stimpel och kassaboks nummer.

Telegraphic money order 1600 mk, Lahti 27.2.1926, no arrival cancel. Postage up to 1000 mk was 3,50 mk and every 1000
mk from thereof 1 mk, subtotal 4,50 mk and express fee 4 mk, total 8,50 mk 15.1.1926 - 30.11.1931.




Cash on delivery (COD)

"Cash on delivery (COD) means the amount of
money the sender has ordered the post office to collect
from the receiver for getting the postal item sent. All
kinds of letters ‘and parcels can be sent as
COD" (Postal Order, Chapter II, § 25).

If the COD was not collected and the item had
to be sent back, the sender had to pay an extra fee
which cotresponded to the original postage. The fol-
lowing page shows two examples of this. The upper
COD has an overdue slip and an extra 5 mk stamp
standing for the return postage. The lower COD has
also been returned but without the return payment.

W

This is because governmental offices (in this case the
Veterinary lab) did not have to pay for the return.

"Free mailing privilege allows an organization to
send postal items without the payment of postage as
well as insurance and registration fees. Free porto privi-
lege means only free postage. ... Free mailing or porto
privilege is allowed for those governmental officials,
offices and scientific societies which have been granted
for that. They can use the right only when exchanging
mail concerning governmental issues, office or soci-

ety" (Aleksejeff, Chapter III, § 373 and 374).

An express COD (120 mk
82 p), Himeenlinna
17.6.1919, arrival cancel
on the reverse Turku
18.6.1919. Postage for a
letter was 40 p, COD fee
from 101 mk up to 200
mk was 1 mk and express
fee 2 mk, total 3,40 mk
15.4. 1918 - 11.4. 1920.

Free  mailing
privilege letter
sent as COD
(10 mk), Joen-
suu  8.12.1925,
arrival  cancel
on the reverse
Polvijarvi
0L L2, 1925,
Postage up to
100 mk was 1
mk 12.4.1920 -
14.1.1926.
Sender's stamp:
"Liperin kihla-
kunnan  hen-

kikirjoittaja" (re

gistrar of Liperi
county).




Parcels g

Parcel 2,5 kg, Rovaniemi 28.1.1930, arrival cancel Salmijarvi 5.2.1930. Postage for a 1-3 kg parcel 7 mk 15.1.1926 - 31.8.1942.
Returned, postage due for transport 7 mk, return cancel on the reverse Rovaniemi 17.2.1930. Postage due slip is of type 3.

Three parcels 4 10 kg, Oulu 17.3.1928, arrival cancel Muonio 22.3.1928. Postage for a parcel up to 5 kg was 9 mk and every
1 kg from thereof 3 mk 15.1.1926 - 31.8.1942, thus each parcel cost 24 mk, total 72 mk.




Express parcel with home delivery g

"A postal item or in some special cases a notifica- This type of postal item has to be equipped with
tion slip can be sent, if the sender wishes, as soon as  a marking "Express" on the address side. What comes
possible and independent of normal mail delivery to  to a parcel, the marking has to be done both to the par-
the receiver. If this is the case the sender has to pay an  cel and the addtess card" (Postal Order, Chapter 1V, §

“express fee in addition to the normal postage. 40).

Express parcel 1 kg, Mikkeli 15.2.1928, arrival cancel on the reverse Kotka 18.2.1928. Postage for a parcel up to 1 kg was 5
mk (1.1.1922 - 31.8.1942), express fee 4 mk (15.1.1926 - 30.11.1931) and home delivery fee 3 mk (1.2.1921 - 30.11.1931),
total 12 mk.




Cumbersome parcels g

"Cumbersome patcel is a parcel the dimension of ~ which is fragile and therefore need special handling
which is more than 1,50 m in one direction or at least 1~ such as plants in baskets, empty cages, pasteboard
m in one and 50 cm in another direction; a parcel packages and wooden hatboxes, hampers etc." (Postal
which has such special form that it is not suitable to be ~ Otrder, Chapter 11, § 14).
packed with other parcels; or a parcel the contents of

Cumbersome parcel 0,5 kg, Lahti 4.9.1928, arrival cancel on the reverse Karstula 5.9.1928. Postage for a parcel up to 1 kg

was 5 mk (15.1.1926 - 31.8.1942), extra fee for a cumbersome parcel 50% (1.7.1924 - 31.12.1981), total 7,50 mk. Special
boxed "50%" stamp used only in Laht.

Bulky parcel 5,5 kg, Viipuri 11.9.1928, atrival cancel on the reverse Muonio 13.9.1928. Postage for a parcel up to 5 kg was 9

mk and every 1 kg from thereof 3 mk, subtotal 12 mk (15.1.1926 - 31.8.1942), extra fee for a bulky parcel 50% (1.7.1924 -
31.12.1981), total 18 mk.




Return receipt

Previous page: "If a sender wants to get informa-
tion about the arrival of the registered or insured letter,
COD, parcel or money order he/she has sent he/she
has to fill in a special form and give full details of the

"By using a return receipt a sender of a regis-
tered or insured letter, COD or money order can get a
notice that the postal item has been propetly signed for
by the receiver" (Postal Order, Chapter V, § 48).

receiver as well as type of the postal item and address.
The sending post office writes an inquiry using this
information" (Alexejeff, Chapter XVIII, § 860).

Lomake | .
Blankett § 0 66
Administration des postes de Finlande.

Suomen Postihallinto
Postférvaltningen i Finland.

AVIS DE RECEPTION

SAANTITODISTUS
MOTTAGNINGSBEVIS

d’une lettre avee valeur déclarée de »
koskeva kirjettii miiiiriarvoltaan e eedhesaenismasesesgessesssaresssnesssssressntnaann
ang, ett brev med sugivet virde av
d'un objet recommandé (

koskeva kirjattua liihetystii e memeassssestesessessssasasssssssassesasns
ang. en rekonmimenderad {Ursiindelse .

sans valeur déclarée
I ilman miiiiriiarvos

d'un colis postal utan angivet viirde
koskeva postipakettia avec valenr déclarée 1 7
ang. ett postpaket m&l&rﬁarva]taanrd f ,f}‘ll A
med angivet viirde | /
le N°
de..... eeeeeieeiaiteimieameeeeeeseeeeo POstitoimistossa R e T ?x{lﬁsa Ry o %)
i den nnder N
expédié __ par M.
lihettinyt essennea s
avsiin . av
et adressé . 4 M. /é/ 884

ja osoitettn

och adressera till

(adresse compléte)
(thydellinen osoite)
(fullstdindig adress)

qu'une lettre avec valeur ‘déclarée
ettii mitiiriarvoinen kirje
att ett brev med angivet viirde
u'un wbjetl recouuuaidd
etti kirjattn mhe‘tiya
att en rekommenderad fiirsiindelse ; 3
qu'un colis postal sans — avec valeur déclarée
ettd miiliriarvoton — miliiriiarvoinen postipaketti
att ett postpaket utan — med angivet viirde
a 0té ditment livré, le
on asianmulkaisesti postista annetta..-coooooiaan
behérigen utlimnpats den
Signature de I'ugent du bureau distribateur.
ﬁukaluposrjm miston virkamiehen alle-
kirjoitus, .
Tjiinstemannens vid ntlémningspostan-
stalten underskrift,

i Vadresse susnitucdOunds
ylliiolevalla osoitteclla
med ovanstiende adress

Lie soussigud ueclare
Allekirjoittanut ilmoittaa
Undertecknad firklarar

-

et provenant de
ja liihetetty
och avsin friin
Timbre du bureau distributeur,
Jukelupostitoimiston leima.
Utliimningspgatanstaltens stimpel.

-

Signature du destinataire,
Vastaanottajan allekirjoitus,
Adressatens nnderskrift,

gre, échantillon, imprimé. ete.).

?e, tavaraniyte, painotuote, j. n. e.).

. kaffenhet ébrev, varuprov, tryckalster, o. s. v.).

{(*) Bureau d'origine; date de dépdt & ce bureau; n:o d'enregistrement an méme hureau, e

l’ostl;n;ﬂ:ttgtoimism; piiviimiliirid, jolloin lﬁfnatys jiitettiin tihin postitoimistoon; saman postitoimiston
ostiinjiittinumero. .

fnllinmlingspostanatalt; datum firinlimnandet i denna piostsnstalt ; samma postanstalts inliimningsnummer.
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"

les réglements, on pays de destination le com-

by is doit i le destinataire ou
Nota. Cet avis doit &tre signé par le destin r ¥ AR

portent, par I'agent du bureau distributeur et renvoyé ensuite par le premier courrier, dir

-allakirjoitt-na vnsta.n.notmja_t.ahi,u jos 380itﬂnl&aﬂ ohjesiifinnit sen sallivat, jakelu-
&

Muist, - TAmin todissaksen
e imis! aite i palautettava etusivulla ilmoitetun osoit-

post.it.oirrl:‘isbon virkamies, ja on se senjiilkeen

teen mukaan, ~

Anm. Detta bevis skall undertecknas av adressaten eller, om adresslandets reglementen det mmlgi\-a,
av tjfinsteman vid utlimningspostanstalten, samt diirefter med [drsta post Atersindas direkte enligt den &
ir idan angivna adressen.

Return receipt, Helsinki 27.2.1926, Lohja 1.3.1926, arrival cancel on the reverse Helsinki 1.3.1926. Postage when paid before-
hand 1,50 mk 15.1.1926 - 30.11.1931.




Final year

When model Saarinen stamps were issued they
were received with joy. However, by the mid 1920's
they started more and more to be criticized. For exam-
ple Iltalehti journal wrote on November 22, 1927: "The
philatelists consider this current model [Saarinen] im-
possible as well as the ugliest stamp in the world...".
There was also a general wish for new stamps showing
landscapes. (Interestingly enough, the model 1930
stamps which followed model Saarinen were consid-
ered old fashioned already at the end of the 1940's).

The Post Office organized a competition in 1926
in order to find new motives for pictorial and airmail
stamps. The results were not satisfactory as the compe-
tition did not result to any new issues. It was not until
February 17, 1928 when the Post Office made a sug-
gestion to the Ministry of Transportation of changing
the dimensions of stamps. This was needed because of
the new stamp vending machines which were about to
be taken in use. The proposal suggested that the di-
mensions of model Saarinen stamps should be in-
creased by 1 mm with a white border along the edges.

The government of Finland accepted new dimen-

sions for stamps on April 26, 1928 adding an order that
a totally new issue has to be designed. The work was
given to Mrs. Signe Hammarsten-Jansson. It is gener-
ally known that the sketches as such did not please the
Secretary of Transportation, Mr. Jalmar Castrén. In-
stead, he drew his own version based on a Norwegian
stamp. Mrs. Hammarsten-Jansson used this sketch to
finalize the proposal. This was accepted on April 4,
1929, the values and colors were accepted on August 9,
1929 and the issue date was set to be January 1, 1930.
Model Saarinen stamps were used along with the new
issues for one year and they were demonetized on De-
cember 31, 1930.

Next page: Model Saarinen stamps were used
even after the demonetation. In some cases this was
not noticed or they were accepted on purpose (the up-
per letter). Later on they were nulled and the postage
had to be paid with new stamps or the recetver had to
pay for postage due (the lower letter).
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subtotal 80 p, total 5,30 mk.




